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RESEARCH IN THE JGYPK API ART FOR EDUCATION RESEARCH
GROUP OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SZEGED

Abstract

The Art for Education Research Group (Miivészettel az Oktatasért Kutatocsoport — MiiOK), which
has been operating since 2009 at the Juhdsz Gyula Faculty of Education at the University of Szeged,
deals with artistic and interdisciplinary issues that can be placed in the perspectives of higher
education practice.

The presentation presents the history and results of the workshop, highlighting the two topics that
are at the center of the research, professional and artistic programs of MiOK as a self-organized
intellectual community made up of researchers, instructors, pedagogues and students: in what way and
what methodological principles of student research can be used to expand (1) the digital art education
of young children, and (2) the teaching material on the communication forms of picture book
storytelling. In line with the narrow theme of the conference, the presentation of the research history
will focus on the following question: under what conditions can the exploitation of artistic phenomena
"experienced" in empirical research coordinated in the workshop in projects and conferences become a
driving force for further intellectual activities? When and why new solutions were or may be needed
that question the congruence of the "detached" and that affect the organisation and the guidelines.

Keywords: research group, art education, picture and interactive book

1. Rationale for the topic

The Art for Education Research Group (Miivészettel az Oktatasért Kutatocsoport — MiOK) was
founded in 2009 at the Juhdsz Gyula University of Szeged, Faculty of Teacher Education, and deals
with interdisciplinary issues of art and science that are not or only partially perspectives in the
Hungarian higher education practice. In the following, we will show that its history and the process of
searching for new methodological "congruences" — in the narrow terminology of the conference —
which defines its image, can also attract professional attention outside the framework of the parent
institution. On the one hand, the research group strives to implement knowledge transfer at individual
and organisational level and to develop flexible methods for the transmission of the arts, in line with
the extended or third generation university model, and on the other hand, the research group's
achievements in implementation have, in recent years, extended beyond the boundaries of the parent
institution.

2. Structure and objectives of the research team

The main objectives of the MUOK are thus to research the following topics: how, along which
methodological principles of joint teacher-student research and by thematising (sub)issues and
research problems, (sub)questions, can the curriculum be extended (1) on the digital arts education of
young children and (2) on the communicative forms of picture book storytelling. The aim of this
extension, and of matrix-like cooperation with various types of institutions (university, inter-university
and market players), is also to ensure that aesthetic aspects play as much of a role as possible in the
future activities of future teachers, which are embedded in everyday practice and are subject to
utilitarian and goal-oriented considerations. In their pedagogical practice, there should be a role for the
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expansion of art and the discovery of the social and community-forming power of collective artistic
activity.

The research group is composed mainly of students of pre-school education, as well as students of
primary school teaching, social pedagogy and art, and of university (mainly faculty) teachers and
researchers, and pre-school teachers. At the time of its creation, the number of members was only just
over 20, but it has been constantly changing since then, as the success of the first MedvEst, an arts and
science programme in spring 2010, which was followed by the national media, soon contributed to the
complexity and growth of the membership. At the same time, it was clear from the outset that the key
to sustainability is the continuity of the teaching presence and the ability to retain (at least part of) the
student membership in the alumni system. The latter is also important because the useful time
available for students in the 3-5 year, but especially the 3-year, bachelor programmes is quite short.
"Extended" membership as a graduate teacher, on the other hand, not only creates the conditions for a
natural transfer of information but can also act as an incentive for new members with student status.

The board, consisting of the president, the vice-presidents and the secretary, prepares projects for
members, coordinates and promotes programmes, provides opportunities for professional-scientific
and artistic performances for talented students [for this purpose, it issues membership books and
certificates, and provides publicity through its own website (www.muok.ucoz.hu)].

The Institute for Primary School and Pre-school Teacher Training of the SZTE JGYPK has
supported the projects of the Art Academy on several occasions by offering funding opportunities and
by the Faculty's Scientific Grants Committee.

3. Reasons for the creation of MiiOK

The first reason that led to the creation, the formation and ultimately the matrix character of the
research group, i.e. the development of a methodology for knowledge transfer in its own framework, is
related to the following factors: the change in the institutional structure of the university (over the last
two decades), the change in the roles and tasks of teachers and researchers, the emergence of a new
student mentality with new characteristics, in line with the expectations of a consumer society.

3.1. Institutional framework and its changes

After the abolition of the undivided Hungarian teacher training in 2007, the operation of several
departments at the Faculty of Pedagogical Education of the University of Szeged became impossible,
and with it the need for the organisational restructuring of the faculty. Art, literature, music and visual
arts education could only be continued within a new institutional framework. The new structure of the
institutes, including the Teacher Training Institute (TOKI, now the Applied Pedagogical Institute,
API) and the Institute of Arts (from the creation of departments and specialised groups to the
elaboration of the subject structure, the development of theoretical and practical training principles and
the creation of staffing conditions), and the educational practice based on artistic and interdisciplinary
principles, offered favourable conditions for the creation of self-organised research groups and
workshops. The fact that these organisations were able to structure themselves relatively freely
according to the needs of teachers and students, the questions they raised, their interests, etc. (the
themes and methodologies of their programmes were not subject to rigid rules), meant that they were
able to reduce the diversity that had arisen as a result of the forced dismantling of the previous
educational structure and the new social and educational policy requirements.

3.2. Changes affecting teaching tasks

The accumulation of intellectual capital and experience at individual teacher level, which has been
unused since 2007, has made it necessary to explore the theoretical and practical areas not yet covered,
to prepare and start knowledge transfer and to renew the links between the institutional actors. This
process was also triggered by the training principles of the TOKI's pre-school teacher and primary
school teacher training programme, which are based on the complexity of the different scientific and
artistic disciplines, and by the fact that institutional representatives from different disciplines and
artistic fields began to collaborate on joint extra-curricular projects. An indirect consequence of this
situation of constraint is thus the self-development and increased investment in human capital by
teachers, including extra-curricular workshops and research. In the MilOK, teachers in the fields of
music, visual arts, literature, pedagogy, mathematics, philosophy and biology have been involved in
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occasional, self-organised working relationships with representatives of different levels of the
institutional structure. In numerical terms: In the period 2010-2022, in the framework of 22
programmes, nearly 50 teachers-researchers participated in joint projects, 23 of them from the
University of Szeged, 14 from other higher education institutions (Moholy-Nagy University of Art and
Design, Péter Pazmany University, University of Pannonia, Kecskemét College, E6tvos Lorand
University, Hungarian University of Fine Arts, Karoli Gaspar University of the Reformed Church,
Constantine University of Nitra) and 11 from cultural institutions.

3.3. Changes affecting the tasks of student integration

As a consequence of the marketisation of the University of Szeged as a third generation university,
the institution and its staff have to use more and more methods typical of the business world to recruit
and attract students (general context on this issue, Peténé Csuka Ildiko, 2014). The quantity principle
to the detriment of quality and overcrowding are not conducive to running workshops. Programmes
that mediate the arts, which are extra-curricular and take place at the 'expense' of leisure time, are now
only attractive to the most dedicated students, as there is no tangible and immediate benefit to
participation, and the work of research or mediation is time- and energy-consuming. Even after more
than a decade (2009-2022), we can see that the first initiatives launched by a large student collective —
aimed at creating a good community, acquiring knowledge and increasing the prestige of the
profession — are fading away, with idealism being replaced by pragmatism. And although the cause of
a research group or an art mediation workshop has never been a matter for the masses, the continued
functioning of an organisation based on the cooperation of students, teachers and researchers, such as
the MUOK, is no longer ensured by the "bottom-up" organisation, but either by the interpersonal
relationship between teachers and students (if this is dynamic enough) or by the aim of gaining credits
for scholarships or by the intention and plans to (pre-)write a thesis (e.g. participation in empirical
research).

Overall, the "incongruence" that was experienced earliest within the workshop itself was thus
caused by the massing of the broader cultural characteristics, including higher education, on the one
hand, and, on the other hand, by internal institutional factors between 2013 and 2018: mainly
management provisions concerning the expansion of human resources and the internal structuring of
the institution. In this period, there was little control, for example, over the healthy ratio between the
number of students and the number of workshops within a department. While on the one hand it was
welcome that within two or three years six more research groups were able to start operating within
the institute (TOKI), which had between 500 and 600 staff, and this, at least initially, had a
'stimulating' effect on the professional activities of both teachers and students, on the other hand, the
functioning of human resources and professional-pedagogical objectives were not subject to much
management control. As the student 'market' soon proved too small anyway, the initiatives died out
after one or two professional events (often due to the loss of professional motivation or status of the
workshop leader). It should be noted, however, that the concept of a system of subject requirements
that allowed for the integration of departmental-institutional empirical research into optional courses
was able to resist the risk of fragmentation that also affected the MUOK for a while. This solution,
which undoubtedly offered convenience and consensus, was particularly effective in years when
students could choose from a narrower range of optional subjects offered by the institute and not by
the 'plentiful supply' of the university.

One example in relation to the MiOK: from 2014, the students of the Pedagogical Communication
Skills Development course were able to learn about and try out in practice the use of the interactive
storybook, an innovative method of storytelling, which had only appeared on the international market
a few years earlier and on the domestic market only a year earlier. The relevant theoretical issues were
also covered in the lessons of the Art for Education and Picture Book Research courses, in line with
the thematic perspectives of the course. In addition to exploring the differences between print and
digital book storytelling, these optional courses also aimed to process data collection, interviews and
measurement experiences of children's interactive and picture book storytelling experiences in
kindergarten classrooms.

It is clear that the requirement to carry out tasks and then to be held to account for their completion
made the work of the research teams more predictable in the short term, but it was also clear that it
limited the autonomy of both teachers and students, which was at the heart of the workshops.
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Although the original intention was to preserve the very essence of student-teacher workshops
outside the classroom, a faculty "umbrella organisation", i.e. a higher organisational level, which was
intended to bring together the workshops and research groups operating at the JGYPK, could not fulfil
its purpose, in fact, due to a lack of interest from the teaching staff, and within a few years it was
reduced to the framework of the institute and the department.

The institute-departmental management principles, which thus institutionalised the parallelism of
extracurricular workshop work and formal teaching, the free passage of the two platforms, and the
promotion of professional and research work outside the classroom, helped in the short term to prevent
the slowing down of the processes of self-organisation of MUOK. In the long term, however, all this
could not be a solution, not only because of the draining effect of fragmentation and the competition
between workshop leaders, which was still prevalent during this period, but also because it could not
merely mask or remedy the social consequences of the student mentality (see the weakening of
perseverance, professional curiosity and motivation).

The change in thinking resulting from these educational and cultural processes, and the new values
that transformed the student's perception of education, led to a point in the history of the research
group that can be considered a paradigm shift. A transformation of project management strategies that
had previously seemed self-evident became necessary. The primary challenge or problem was not so
much finding the most appropriate digital platforms or organising common working hours, but in
several cases the health exposure of members to the pandemic and the inadequacy of propaganda tools
to attract new members to the research team. While the integration of academics and researchers into
the project proved to be smooth in relation to the situation, the information transfer processes for
students became diffuse and fragmented. The increase in the number of semesters, which only allowed
for a certain period of time for working on a part-time basis, was accompanied by the disappearance of
individual plans for continuity and renewal of membership and, more generally, of the ambition to
fulfil individual professional ambitions.

Despite this, although only a few (4), student representatives of the MiOK participated in an online
conference (Taboo in Children's Literature) with a national scope, in collaboration with researchers
from several universities. Their participation was considered by the media (radio, online press) as
effective and noteworthy (Gddény, 2022).

With a renewed membership and new research plans, in the spring of 2022, MiiOK began a new
era in its history. Undoubtedly, motivating members today must include more practical aspects than
before, and the principles of the research group's leadership, perhaps even more than in the beginning,
must be characterised by teaching dedication, good strategy and perseverance. Furthermore, there is no
doubt that the results of pedagogical motivation are spread over a smaller number of students (mainly
pre-school teacher and primary school teacher students) and a smaller number of students (15-20
people). However, a new phenomenon is that the degree of involvement in joint tasks, the
identification with the objectives has intensified, the old forms of "presence" (e.g. participation in
structured meetings) and the new forms (e.g. participation in the "presence" meetings) have been
replaced by new forms of "presence". At least the results - an art programme (Kész csoda!) and a
children's book research project on the impact of illustrated stories by Janos Pilinszky in 2022 - seem
to demonstrate the students' deepening in their work.

To sum up the figures so far: since 2009, nearly 400 people have participated in the art and science
programmes of MUOK as individuals, another 100 in groups (movement arts performances) and 14
teachers have taken an active role after graduation.

4. MiOK projects

In the terminology of the theory of complex art education, the cultural-artistic programmes of the
last decade or more at the MiOK have been based primarily on the principle of the "total art system",
while the artistic and interdisciplinary research on the process of reception of artistic values has been
based on the principle of "single rootedness".

4.1. The 'whole-arts system' principle - arts programmes

According to a theoretical tradition based on the principle of interoperability of the arts (visual arts,
music, dance, literature, architecture, etc.), sensory cognition of the world is achieved through
convergence, i.e. overlap between media and sign systems, on the one hand, and complementarity, i.e.
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the complementary relationship between the reference areas of the arts, on the other (Skrapits, 2014).
The thematic programmes of the workshop, which aimed at a multifaceted presentation of a well-
defined issue or a universal artistic symbol, were essentially structured along this principle. Between
2009 and 2022, on 7 of the 22 occasions, the group presented programmes organised around the
symbolism and cultural history of the bear, the tree, the number five and light, using elements of
movement, music (vocal and instrumental), literature, puppetry and visual arts (still and moving), with
a total of more than 300 participants and an audience of 80-100 people at a time. The presenters were
students from SZTE JGYPK, as well as lecturers from the Teacher Training Institute, the Institute of
Arts, the Faculty of Humanities, Pazmany Péter University, and Kecskemét College (Table 1).

Table 1: Inter-arts and interdisciplinary researches conducted
by the SZTE JGYPK Art for Education Research Group (MiiOK)

Date Title of the event Co-orgamsel:/ 11.15t1tut10n
represented by invited speaker
10 May 2011 I. K3 — képes-konyv-kritika -
co-organiser:
Vasvari Pal Altalanos Iskola,
Székesfehérvar
27 October 2011 Tehetséggondozég az also meghiVOtt el('irad(') ’éltal kéleselt
tagozatban Intczmeny:
Vasvari Pal Altalanos Iskola,
Székesfehérvar
Pannon Egyetem
e a1, institution represented by invited
27 April 2012 A Fa: fa-abrazolasok a speaker:
miivészetekben

Pazméany Péter Katolikus Egyetem
co-organiser:
24 April 2013 II. K3 — képes-konyv-kultira SZTE JGYPK TOKI Jatékos
Matematika Kutatdcsoport
co-organiser:
MOME Kreativ Technoldgia
Labor
meghivott eldado altal képviselt
App-nap. Az interaktiv intézmény:
mesekonyv MOME Kreativ Technologia
Labor
Magyar Gyermekirodalmi Intézet
ELTE TOK
Kecskeméti Foiskola

15 April 2014

A Kicsi, a Szorgos és a Lusta.
Eldadassorozat a Kiskakas
6 May 2015 gyémant félkrajcarja, valamint A
tiicsok és a hangya interaktiv
konyves adaptacidinak empirikus
kutatasairol

Az interaktiv konyvek empirikus
kutatasai a Miivészettel az

24 September 2015 Oktatasért Kutatocsoportban. -
Eldadésok a Kutato hallgack
¢éjszakajan
15 November 2016 III. K? — képes-kdnyv-kutatas -
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co-organiser:

Ki létott, ki hallott? BOOKR Kids Kft.
9 May 2017 El6adassorozat a Méra Kiado - meghivott eldado altal képviselt
BOOKR KIDS elektronikus intézmény:
konyveinek empirikus kutatdsairdl BOOKR Kids K#.

institution represented by invited
speaker:
Neumann Janos Egyetem

Karoli Gaspar Reformatus
Egyetem

Magyar Népmesekincstar
Mesepedagdgia Miihely

Magyar Gyermekirodalmi Intézet

. Szegedi Tudomanyegyetem BTK
14-15 May 2021 Tabu a gyermekirodalomban.

Online konferencia Debreceni Reformatus

Hittudomanyi Egyetem
Pompas Napok Egyesiilet

Ujvidéki Egyetem Zombori
Tanitoképz6 Kar

Magyar Képzoémiivészeti Egyetem

Univerzita Konstantina Filozofa v

Nitre
Kész csoda! institution represented by invited
BeszélgetésCsodacerua magazin speaker:
29 March 2022 foszerkeszt6jével, valamint a 3-6 Csodaceruza Szerkesztésége
éves gyermekekkel készitett Szegedi OVI Vedres Utcai
interjiik bemutatésa Tagovodaja

As an example of the "all-arts" concepts, the very first MOK event, MedvEst, had a value-forming
power in terms of its personalities, the diversity of statuses (student, teacher, lecturer, artist) on the one
hand, and the variety of artistic (sub)fields and modes of transmission (bassoon and guitar music,
piano playing, scenic sayings, poetry and storytelling, play-exhibition) on the other. The preparation
period, which lasted several months, enabled the members to experience the impact of the different
artistic creations, to test and develop their own skills as performers, organisers, communicators, social
workers, etc. At the most recently organised anniversary celebration of Csodazeruza magazine, which
played a significant role in the emancipation of children's literature in Hungary after the regime
change, the research team attempted to "extend" the overall artistic project to the age group, at least in
that the impact of the magazine's text and image material on the target audience was not only
measured using empirical research tools, but also presented: the teachers and students presented a
programme of poems, stories and illustrations alongside young children.

4.2. The "single rootedness" principle - research programmes

The principle of "single rootedness" in art pedagogy, associated with Laszl6 Németh and Zoltdn
Kodaly, is based on the exploration of the interrelationships between different artistic disciplines and
disciplines, their analogies, connections and common patterns (Skrapits, 2014). In addition to this
concept, and in line with the view that science and art are not independent or contradictory but
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correlative concepts that describe different aspects of human cognition (Marosi, 2007), the MiOK has
focused its qualitative and empirical research on picture books and interactive storybooks, which are
relevant and appropriate to its profile. The research, which is still ongoing, is innovative in two
respects: its subject matter and its methodology. In the first decade of the third millennium,
unemancipated children's literature research in Hungarian literary studies, including picture book
research, was unthematicised or unclear, and the picture book genre was uncharted not only in terms
of general theory but also in terms of the empirical process of reception (contemporary illustrations
and the artistic impact of poems and story texts).

This gap inspired the data collection that began in 2012, where the questionnaires used were piloted
(structured in a circular way according to the qualitative research methodology and modified in the
light of the results), aiming to explore the impact of aesthetic-poetic features on young children's
receptors and on the mediators of books (teachers and parents). The results were summarised in a
series of presentations at three student conferences organised in collaboration with the Hungarian
Institute of Children's Literature (Table 2).

The MiiOK was among the first in Hungary to start research on the interactive storybook, a genre
that digitally extends picture and illustrated books, and which is revolutionising children's literature by
introducing a new platform. This artistically complex "book", which can be defined in a matrix of still
and moving image, musical sound effects and sound effects, written and spoken language, can only be
approached - to use the terminology used above - by means of the principle of "single rootedness", i.e.
by means of interdisciplinary tools, including communication and film theory, semiotics, pedagogy,
sociology, the psychology of reception, aesthetics, etc. (Schwebs, 2014; Varga, 2020).

In 2013-2014, the workshop tested one of the first Hungarian-language adaptations of an
interactive book, Little Rooster and His Diamond Halfpenny, which is the first among the applications
accompanied by a research programme. The aim of the data collection of the research, carried out
among around 200 preschool and school-age subjects, was to compare the impact of the digital
adaptation of the Laszl6 Arany fairy tale on young children users and the characteristics of the
reception process of the printed picture book variations. The measurements were carried out in
collaboration with the Creative Technology Laboratory, a development team at the Moholy-Nagy
University of Art and Design, and the results were presented at the IGEL conference on the
interrelations between literature and media at the University of Torino and at the national App-nap in
Szeged (Ruttkay and Varga, 2014; App-nap).

In 2014-2015, MiOK measured the user experience of a well-known Aesopus story, The Ant and
the Grasshopper. Both the picture book and the interactive storybook variations by TabTale and Clue
Pop were measured, the latter are being well-known applications on the international user market. The
main topics were: differences in prior text knowledge and user experience; priorities in the perception
of still and moving image elements; advantages and disadvantages: the aesthetic impact of fairy tale
adaptations on children aged 3-8, young learners with learning disabilities and triplets; and the liking
index of pre-school, social education and teaching students as mediators. The research on these topics
was carried out by the workshop members with the continuous participation of 35 people over several
months, and the results were summarised in student presentations entitled The Small, the Busy and the
Lazy. A series of presentations on empirical research on the interactive book adaptations ofThe Little
Rooster and His Diamond Halfpenny and The Ant and the Grasshopper.

From 2016 onwards, the aim of the MOK research will be to develop applications that assume
active-transformative participation, i.e. applications that adapt previously published picture books into
a multimedia environment. These data collection activities, carried out in ongoing collaboration with
BOOKR Kids, the largest start-up company in Central and Eastern Europe, have produced significant
professional and socially valuable results for MiOK over the past year. The cooperation, which
thematically aims at investigating and conveying artistic-aesthetic values in addition to the linguistic
and visual features of applications, such as skill development, communication and reception theory, is
an example of the so-called knowledge transfer processes of "extended universities". According to the
Triple Helix (Ertzkowitz) concept, which models the essence of a new type of institutional operation,
the university is a complex innovation factor through the three-way relationship between the
university-academic, economic and governmental bodies. It becomes matrix-like: researchers and
teachers have access to development centres, and there is the possibility to involve students both in
research and in the economic applications of innovations (Rdmhap, 2017). In terms of the workshop's
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activities, this meant that between 2016 and 2020 BOOKR Kids gave professional publicity to its own
pedagogical developments based on the data records of the MUOK and the opinions of experts
associated with the workshop, and ensured collaboration by offering research grants, staff status
(internships) and organising workshops. The third actor of the model, named as a governmental body,
was the Digital Well-being Programme, which represented the official educational policy programme
and supported a 30-hour teacher training course called Inferactive Book. Reading comprehension
development with BOOKR Kids digital books with a grant in 2017-2019, which was a joint project of
the company and the University of Szeged, accredited by the JGYPK.

Table 2: Cultural and artistic programmes organised
by the SZTE JGYPK Art for Education Research Group (MiiOK)

Co-organiser/ institution

Date Title of the event represented by invited speaker
9 March 2010 MedvEst -
institution represented by invited
speaker:
Autumn 2010 Fa-art fotopalyazat
SZTE BTK
institution represented by invited
speaker:
20 October 2010 Fa-art kulturalis est
SZTE BTK
Ejszakai tolgyfa — kiallitas
April 2012 gyermekek és a Miivészeti Intézet -
hallgatoinak illusztracioibol
26 March 2013 Mi a MiOK? -
institution represented by invited
5-let(T) Az dtéves Miivészettel az speaker:
5 November 2014 Oktatasért Kutatocsoport S7ZTE JGYPK TOKI Jatékos

29 September 2015

miivészeti-tudomanyos estje

Fény és arnyék. A Miivészettel az
Oktatasért Kutatocsoport miivészeti
estje

Csalad a tiindérmesékben. Dr.

Matematika Kutatocsoport

institution represented by invited
speaker:

SZTE JGYPK TOKI Jatékos
Matematika Kutatocsoport

institution represented by invited
speaker:

22 March 2016 Bardos Jozsef konyvbemutatdja Keeskeméti Faiskola
institution represented by invited
. . speaker:
27 February 2018 Mese, mese, mar’ma. A MuOK
vendége Dr. Bardos Jozsef Keeskemeéti Féiskola
A konyvek életre kelnek - meghivott eldado altal képviselt
Bevezetés az interaktiv konyv intézmény:
4 December 2018 elméletébe és gyakorlataba a BOOKR Kids K#.
BOOKR Kids alkalmazasaival. ELTE

Kényvbemutato
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A Tabu a gyermekirodalomban
28 November 2021 cimi tanulméanykéotet online -
bemutatoja
meghivott eléado altal képviselt
Kész csoda! Verses 0sszeallitds a intézmény:
29 March 2022. Csodaceruza magazin irodalmi
anyagabol Szegedi OVI Vedres Utcai
Tagdvodaja

The 2017 case study results were presented at the Who saw, who heard? conference, where
developers, researchers, students of the workshop's pre-school and social pedagogy courses, and - in
the framework of the alumni programme - recent graduates of the workshop gave presentations on the
impact and communication characteristics of contemporary literary and visual art (illustration) works
transposed into digital interactive books (e.g. The Lice Story, Who Ate the Raspberry?, I'll Tell You
About the Green Pig, Terka Around the World). Some of the topics covered: conditions for motivating
interaction; acoustic and visual mediation; the issue of "immersive reading"; picture books and
interactive books. An edited version of the presentations is included in the first Hungarian book on the
use of interactive books in the educational process, Books Come to Life: An Introduction to the Theory
and Practice of the Interactive Book with Bookr Kids. Members of MOK, who are students at the
JGYPK, majoring in pre-school and social pedagogy (still studying or already graduated), wrote six
papers in the third chapter (Boldog et al., 2018. pp. 78-106), and several of them contributed to the
faculty presentation of the volume (Books come to life). The usefulness of researching artistic (still and
moving image, literary) values along the traditional principle of "rootedness", but with new and
flexible methods, has been acknowledged by several national platforms (see, among others, HV'G.hu,
2017; Toth, 2018; Kocsis, 2018; Fehervary-Ménes, 2022).

A project of MUOK 2021, which explored taboo topics in children's literature, was related to the
theme of an online conference organised by the Department of Pedagogy and Early Childhood
Education of SZTE JGYPK API (Taboo in children's literature). The members of the research team
were first year students of pre-school education who undertook to explore the following questions by
means of an online questionnaire (small sample): what topics "do not belong" in a children's book and
what criteria are used to assess this question, and to what extent the social background determines the
answers; are there differences between the answers of teachers and non-teachers, especially with
regard to death, mourning, war, enlightenment, illness, disability, and the communicability of black
education. The conference and the publication of a book of edited versions of the presentations
(Varga, Turcsanyi and Pusztai, 2021) were welcomed by readers interested in the topic and by a wider
professional audience (Gokhan and Pataki, 2021).

5. Summary

This paper presented the objectives, structure and projects of the Art for Education Research Group
(MiOK) at the Juhasz Gyula Faculty of Teacher Education of the University of Szeged, which has
been operating since 2009, and outlined the major events in the history of the research group against
the background of the changing educational and cultural contexts in Hungary. It focused on issues
related to institutional structure, human resources for teaching and research and the integration of
student membership, which led to the emergence of a new "paradigm" of the organisation, i.e. the
development and adoption as a value of new pedagogical and methodological strategies.
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